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verbal ability, spontaneity, persistence, cooperativeness, and poise.
Ross Stagner found that college students of lower economic
status were consistently more emotional than students of higher
status. Seclusiveness and lack of self-confidence also accompanied
low economic status. Stagner concludes that persons in lower
economic groups are handicapped; poverty and hardship gen-
erally do not strengthen character.
The effects of unemployment on personality include demoral-
ization, loss of confidence, loss of status, and a feeling of futility,
especially with continued unemployment, according to both E.
W. Bakke, Yale economist, and Paul F. Lazarsfeld, of Columbia
University.
How economic status in the long run influences personality is
described by ROBERT S. and HELEN M. LYND in Middletown,
which surveys a typical small American city:
"It is after all this division into working class and business
class that constitutes the outstanding cleavage in Middletown.
The mere fact of being born upon one or the other side of the
watershed roughly formed by these two groups is the most sig-
nificant single cultural factor tending to influence what one does
all day long throughout one's life; whom one marries; when one
gets up in the morning; whether one belongs to the Holy Roller
or Presbyterian church; or drives a Ford or a Buick; whether
or not one's daughter makes the desirable high school Violet
Club; or one's wife meets with the Sew We Do Club or with
the Art Students' League; whether one belongs to the Odd Fel-
lows or to the Masonic Shrine; whether one sits about evenings
with one's necktie off; and so on indefinitely throughout the daily
comings and goings of a Middletown man, woman, or child,"
The Personality Pattern
It is clear that personality development results from many
influences that operate in and upon a child. The temperament